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The gospel of work has long been preached in New England. The New England Yankee has ever been noted for industry and thrift, and just as thrift has sometimes lapsed into parsimony, so the insistence upon universal industry may have becn pushed to such an extreme that it has ceased in some cascs to be a virtue. That children should not be without some employment has ever been a cardinal principle of our faith. We recognize that &dquo;Satan finds some mischief still for idle hands to do,&dquo; although we have also accepted somewhat grudgingly, it is true, that &dquo;~111 work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.&dquo; The feeling that even the child ought to be usefully employed found early expression in the home life of our peoplc, and in every well-ordered household even the youngest members of the family circle had their regular tasks to perform.
As in the average home there was much that children could do, Satan's opportunities to furnish diversion were reduced to the minimum.
In no part of our country did the dawn of our modern industrial system intro<luce greater changes than in New England. There as elsewhere, the old occupations of the home have gradually been reduced in number, and, in the towns and cities at least, have now to a great extent disappeared: but the feeling of the people towards the Inherent danger of idleness has remained nluch the same and has resulted in the prompt transfer of the workers from the home to the factory. The To safeguard the citizenship of the future and to protect those ideals which are so precious to every American, we must continue our work of child labor reform, ever keeping shoulder to shoulder with the educational leaders who are to provide for every child the practical training to which he has an inalienable right.
